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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4, 8-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stockman et al (US005774617A ). 

Stockman et al discloses, in figures 1-7 (see Attachment 1 ), an insert 
removably provided within a fiber optic cable management tool comprising: 

- a fiber optic cable management tool (see attachment) 

- at least one arcuate portion on said fiber optic cable management tool 

- a first curved member (see attachment) on said insert having a first 
curved portion and a second curved portion (see attachment) 

- a second curved member on said insert having a first curved portion and 
a second curved portion 

- a third curved member on said insert having a first curved portion and a 
second curved portion (see attachment) 

- said first, second, and third curved members being formed integrally 

- a channel formed between the second curved portion of the first curved 

member and the first curved portion of the third curved member 
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- a channel formed between the arcuate portion of the fiber optic cable 
management tool and at least a curved member of the insert (see 
attachment) 

- a channel formed between the curved member and the at least one 
arcuate portion 

- all said curved portions and said channels having a radius that exceeds 
the minimum bend radius of a fiber optic cable having a diameter less than 
or equal to 1 .7 millimeters (column 1 , line 64 - column 2, line 32) 

- said channel having a smaller width than a channel provided in the fiber 
optic cable management tool 

- at least one curved member (the third) having first, second, and third 
curved portions 

- a portion on the fiber optic management tool that permits manual 
grasping (see Attachment 1). 

However, Stockman's device fails to explicitly concave shape for the 
arcuate portion of the tool management or the convex-shaped curved portion for 
the curved member. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the time the invention was made to have the arcuate portion of the tool 
management with the concave shape and the curved member with the convex- 
shaped, since such a modification would have involved a mere change in shape 
of a component. A change in shape is generally recognized as being within the 
level of ordinary skill in the art. In re Dailey, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1976). 
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Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments filed with the amendment on 2/10/2004 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. The claims do not define structural 
structure features that distinguish over prior art: For example, Stockman et al 
discloses, in figures 1-7 (see Attachment 1), an insert removably provided within 
a fiber optic cable management tool comprising: a fiber optic cable management 
tool; at least one arcuate portion on said fiber optic cable management tool a 
first curved member on said insert having a first curved portion as stated above. 
The concave shape for the acruate portion of the tool management or the 
convex-shaped curved portion for the curved member as amendment added to 
the claims is not enough to put claims in condition for allowance (see the above 
rejection). 

Conclusion 

Claims 5-7 are allowed. Prior art fails to disclose the third member with the 
second curved portion joint each other at a point between the first curved and 
second curved members with the rest of the claim limitations. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jean F. Duverne whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-2091 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-7:30, Monday- 
Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Lynn Field can be reached on (571) 272-2092. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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